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tical mistake, he has inaugurated the correct tendency of a whole epoch. He has 
earned all his laurels, and more. 

Edward Gobdoh Clabk. 

III. 

ABE THE HEATHEN OUB INFERIORS ? 

It is no trouble for Gail Hamilton to make any subject interesting. What- 
ever she touches emits electric sparks. But even her charming pen rarely flames 
with such a volume of electric light as she pours into her contribution to the De- 
cember Review, entitled " Heathendom and Christendom Under Test." What a 
neat rebuke it is to that monstrosity — that " Frankenstein " of our English and 
American self-conceit — that we are the only people fit to be glorified, and all other 
peoples are only fit to be damnified. 

When young and innocent, I spent a good many years in the study of theology, 
not with the retainer of any sect in my pocket, and the implied promise never to 
move out of a given rut, but from the impulsion of intense necessity to know the 
truth. One conclusion that I came to, as the result of those years, was that there 
is no shadow of authority in the teachings of Jesus for the vulgar impression that 
any special division of humanity is God's cohort, or that any other special division 
has been expropriated of His love and light. Jesus was too busy establishing the 
general "fatherhood of God," and "brotherhood of man," and in dissecting the 
Scribes and Pharisees immediately around him, to think of the" Good Samaritan " 
asa " heathen." The " Son of Man" looked upon all other men as His brothers. 
Feeling full of God's truth, and believing that He truly represented the Father, 
Jesus did insist that all men and women must approach God in the spirit of love 
and self abnegation, of which He felt himself to be the incarnation and example. 
But that is all an erect, healthy mind can find in His actual inculcations. The rest 
has come from the cross-eyed, hump-backed, club-footed souls that have looked 
out at Jesus through their own deformities. The pious mirage that God looks upon 
one nation of His creatures to bless them, and another to curse them, has risen out 
of the egotism — the hard, narrow egotism alone — of theological crusaders who mis- 
take themselves for the Good Shepherd's meek and gentle lambs. It has just the 
same foundation as the puerile exclusiveness which used to prompt the North-End 
boys of Calvinistdc Boston, in the old times, to sling stones at the South-Enders, 
and which still arrays the children of one block in Brooklyn, " the City of 
Churches," against the children of the next block. 

But I wish that Gail Hamilton would go a little farther with her brilliant and 
caustic analysis. " Mrs. S. L. Baldwin, a missionary of the Methodist Board in 
China," petitions our United States Congress to let her import a Chinese servant, 
because Christian servants are so much inferior to the heathen. Gail Hamilton 
naturally feels that the heathen servants ought not to be damned hereafter, for 
being better than the Christian servants here. But, looking at matters in her 
practical way, are the Christian nations of the world, to-day, superior to the 
heathen nations anyhow, except in force of intellect, enterprise, and wickedness t 
" Chinatown," in San Francisco, is commonly depicted as concentrating all the 
depravity of Joss-house civilization. But is not every vice of Chinatown dupli- 
cated, two to one, in New York ? In point of actual, not hypocritical morality, 
for instance, in the ordinary sense, is London better than Constantinople, and is 
Washington any better than Salt Lake City ? Gail Hamilton's analysis and criti- 
cism are capable of extension. 

Joseph Hewes. 



